
Section Problem – Week 7

LIGN111 - Tone problem

Margi (Chadic language of Nigeria)

sál ‘man’ sálárì ‘the man’
kùm ‘meat’ kùmárì ‘the meat’
Ɂímí ‘water’ Ɂímjárì ‘the water’
kú ‘goat’ kwárì ‘the goat’
hù ‘grave’ hwǎrì ‘the grave’
úɁù ‘fire’ úɁwǎrì ‘the fire’
ʃéré ‘court’ ʃérérì ‘the court’
cédè ‘money’ céděrì ‘the money’
gòdò ‘Hausa cloth’ gòdǒrì ‘the Hausa cloth’
tóró ‘threepence’ tórórì ‘the threepence’
làgù ‘road’ làgwárì ‘the road’

fà ‘farm’ fǎrì ‘the farm’
hjà ‘dog’ hjǎrì ‘the dog’
pə́rdá ‘sinew’ pə́rdárì ‘the sinew’
màlà ‘woman’ màlárì ‘the woman’

Establish segmental and tonal rules to account for the ‘definite forms’ of the nouns.
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Why is there no contour tone with ‘road’ làgwárì?

When there is a sequence of two [a] vowels, which one deletes?


